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-*ﬂlﬂ State Department con-

&egg@ today the reported use
of poison gas by the United

Argh Republic: in Yemen and he United Nations. ’

said the United States would|

suppoft international steps toment and the publication of the

7

State Department djdoy officials as a preliminary
ﬁ-ecﬂy accusg. the Egypiastep toward prompting such in-

g8 in the Yemen civil wat,
5 statements left no doubf;

it hbelieved the Egyp-
Ajr ggﬁmi_ pping
0isgp gas ’%n Vi ,lages-ﬁ royal-
aet-held -tegritory. !
¥ Roting tha hundreds
of villagers were reported to
meve been, killed in gas at-
RY, Robert J. McCloskey, a

- &Depgrtmem spokesmarn,

- we continue to be deeply
hed by the many reports
Bfning the use of poison
o g ainSt civilians in the Ye-

o
@5@5 Government candemns}:
MUCH. gction as inhumane and
y contrary to the_ laws
Ot ions,” he said, adding
that “the United States Govern-
ment Wo__}_,zm ..SuppQrt  interna-|’
‘tional action to. giga]. . with this

problem” - ik dnpgph
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{ment made public a lettey from

‘\Force against the local popula-

“| ion ' why the Administrationr |

S’SD’P%S:UCh “inhumane” action.Joldberg letter were described

tians_ of haying used, poisgfi.ernational action in the United}
s I support of the republicany

D .3 prepared statement

tion, against. the

/

Goldberg Letter Disclosed
Simultaneously, the depart-

Arthur J. Goldberg, the United
States represeuntative .at the
United Nations, expressing the
Administration’s “concern over

the growing number of indica-{|.
£ s N Saudi Arabia is “the neighb

tions that gas is once again
eing used by the U.AR.. Air|

tion in Yemen.”" SO

‘The letter was in reply to
ne from Representative Lgster
L, Wolff, Democrat of New
York,  asking for an.explana-

{#d taken no action on:ithe
eported use of poison gas_ih
[OMEI, o opp s posmprsenss it WA
#Both the State Department|
tatement and the Gold-}
rerg letter indicated that-ihe!
wdministration was hopeful that}
ither nations, such as Saudi}
\rabia, would take the injfig-|
ive in raising the issue: at

The State Department state-

ations against the United|
Arab Republic, which is a sig-
natory to the 1925 Geneva in-
ternational convention forbid-
ding the use of poison gases
in warfare. .
First Acknowledgment
The State Department . state-
ment represented the first offi-
cial acknowledgment by the
Administration that some. forms
of poison gas were being used

in the Yemeni civil war, in
which the Cairo regime is sup-
porting the republican govern-
ment in the four-year-old strug-
gle with the royalist forcas. The
civil war began after the Imam,
Mohamad Al Badr, was over-
thrown in a coup d’état in 1962.
In the last few years there

have been recurring reports off "

Egyptian use of poison gas, but
until today the State Depart-
ment’s response has been that
it had no evidence to confirm
such reports.

_ Administration officials be-
lieve that the United States can
not tgke the lead in any ac-
Egyptians be-
such initiative would

a—rﬂ‘

dpubtedly be . attacked as:

‘pro-Isracl” maneuver by the
United States. . Lo
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j¢ But it is the belief of Ad-
jministration officials that such;
Arab nations as Saudi Arabia,
which has been supporting the
royalist cause in Yemen, can
jafford to take the initiative in
raising the issue at the United

~

.Nations.

As the Goldberg letter noted,
or-
country not directly
ifiected and the source of muchj

R e e

of the evidence” on Egyptian}
usé of gas warfare in Yemen.
Starting in February, Jamil
M. Baroody, the Saudi repre-
gentative to the United Na-
tions, began sending a.serles
of letters to Secretary General»
Thant stating that poison g‘aS‘i

. lvas being used in Yemen.

The charges were denied t‘)y'
the Cairo Government, and ih
view of the denials, Mr, Thant

took the position. that it would

be improper for him to raise!
the issue before the Security
uncil. .
CoFor political reasons, Saudi
Arabia did not formally request
Security Council constderathn
of the issue. :
The .State Department doubts
began to change last month
after a mission of the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red]
Cross visited the royalist-hel

villagge of Gahar, which was

reported to have been subject-
ed to a gas attack by Egyptian

airplanes on May 11. .
Kfter an on-_thg-sue investi-

i village. .
lr-l.ft‘lc‘)?lr ot}gler Yemeni villages

were reported to have been

; as bormpbs on May
gdﬁdw]%, gw%tﬁ 243 persons
killed. B e
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